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COURT OF CLAIMS-WIDOW DAaJ
DSN'S IlOHSlf.

We publish, in another column, a very sensi¬
ble, interesting, anil amusing communication
with the caption of " Court ofClaims".1"Widow
Garden's Horse." It is from the pen of a

gentleman of Stirling sense and of great ex¬

perience in public affairs. We invite to it the
attention of our* readers.

MEDIATION; IN BDBOPKAN AFFAIRS.
This subject, which has for some time past

been engaging the attention of our legislators,
aud exciting the interest of the country, was

again revived on Wednesday last, by the Hon.
Mr. Glingman, of North Carolina, one of the
( ommittee o( Foreign Affairs, to which was

committed the resolution concerning it. We
are happy to see that Judge Bayly, the able
chairman of the committee, was decided in his
opposition to the measure, asserting in a speech
of some .length that the subject had already
been under discussion, and on the whole it was
thought to be inadvisable to interfere.

1' or ourselves, wo see no use in entangling
the country in the perplexed aflairs of Europe,
even though acting in the mild character of a

mediator. It is a quarrel with jvhich we have
nothing to do, and which must be settled by
the contending parties alone. The experience
of the world has established the fact that there
is but one final mediator between nation and
nation. That is war.a remedy, violent it is
true, and much to be regretted, but still often
inevitable in its inception and beneficial in its
results. The character of the causes which
lead to such a catastrophe, is in itself, of neces¬

sity, such as to repel any milder means of me¬
diation. The evils entailed upon a country by
a state of war, the injury to her commerce, the
increase of her debt, the paralyzed condition
of her internal enterprise, the sacrifice of life,
all these are so much to be deplored aud avoid¬
ed, that it is only as a last resort that a nation
wisely governed will consent to submit to such
an arbitrament. There are always proposi¬
tions of a peaceful character, remonstrances,
and ultimata proclaimed by the offended gov
.wnment before it consents to hazard in defense
of its integrity the uncertain chances of war.

Then, indeed, but only then, can other govern¬
ments properly interpose their mediation. But
when all the worst passions of man are arous¬

ed by strife, when the spirit of chivalrous emu¬

lation, or the darker passion of revenge, are

engendered by hostilities; when the honor, the
power, and the dignity of nations hang on

the success of their arms, then there is but lit¬
tle disposition on the part of the combatants
to " listen to the voice of the charmer, charm
he never so wisely."
Such is, in an eminent degree, the character

of the present European war. Even the most
casual reader cannot fail to be struck with the
many efforts which have been made to prevent
it. Diplomacy itself was exhausted, in the
vain effort to prevent a calamity which was

inevitable, and whose horrors all could easily
foresee. Warnings and remonstrances, procla¬
mations aud propositions, discussions in Par¬
liament, and alliances of the most anomalous
character, the genius and energy of the ablest
diplomatists of Europe, were all in vain. The
allies on the one hand, and Russia on the other
have entered the contest after a fruitless en¬

deavor to reconcile existing difficulties, and
fully alive to the consequeuces which would
flow from such a contest. With their eyes
fully open, aud after exhausting all other
means, they have committed their cause to
the final arbitrament of war. The plead-
ings are over, the issue is fully made up,
between the assertion and maintenance of
long established and acknowledged power on

the part of Russia, and the defense of the bal¬
ance of Europe, alleged to be endangered, on

*he part of the allies. It is no new vexed ques¬
tion which has thus arisen to disturb the tran¬

quillity of a continent. No one familiar with
the history of modern Europe, especially since
tlM, establishment of the mammoth power of
Russia, can fail to see that the cause of the
present war, is but the final developement of a
question which has threatened Europe for years.
The sagacity of Napoleon enabled him to fore-
wee, with almost prophetic vision, the very result
which has occurred.and yet it was no super
uatural prescience on the part of that wonder¬
ful man, but a calm investigation and a thorough
knowledge of then existing causes which ena¬

bled him to arrive at such a conclusion.
Thi», then, is the condition of affairs in Eu¬

rope. And where, we would ask, is the ground
upon which mediation can stand? What is left
for it to accomplish 7 What new proposition of
peace has America to offer, which has not

already been sounded in the ears of attentive
Europe? Shall we take the ultimatum of
Austria as a fair proposition, and demand of
Russia a surrender of the very principle which
urged her to the contest, as the only terms of
reconciliation 7 And can it l»e supposed that
at the suggestion of a power, separated by
»a ocean from the scene, and almost ignorant
of the causes of the war, Russia will yield
principles and alleged rights, in defence of
which she has already sacrificed so much
wealth, so much peace, aud so much human
life?
On the other hand, the difficulty would be

jnsa as great in suggesting a plan of media-
tioa to the allies. The London Times, which,
as is well known, speaks from authority, and
reflects other sentiments and views than those
of its editor, has already stated that the allies
ran listen to no voice of peace until Sebasto-
pol has fallen; that only then can there be
any permanent settlement of the principles
for which they have engaged in the war; and
that only by some heavy chastisement will
Russia be permanently and effectually re¬

strained within the limits of her legitimate
power. And what shall we say to the heavy
expenses incurred by the allies, and particu¬
larly by England ? We may safely predict that
the only ground of a satisfactory, peaceable
adjustment of existing difficulties will be in an

indemnity for the put as well u security for
the future, ibis would oppose an insuperable
obstacle to any successful mediation by this
or any other government.

Hut it is contended by the advocates of this
measure, that the United States are person¬
ally interested and politically involved iu the
existing European war, and that, from motives
of self interest, they should interpose to termi¬
nate it. lo sustain this opinion, it is urged
that the loss of wealth and of human life inci¬
dent to such a contest, injuriously affects this
country, by checking enterprise and withdraw¬
ing from the peaceful pursuits of labor those
who are engaged actively in the war. This is
truly a broad view, but its breadth is that of
the gold foil, which is attenuated and extended
at a sacrifice of its strength.

But let us look for a moment from theory to
facts. What is the evil effect produced upon
the United States by the existence of this war?
Is it to be found in an injury to our commer¬
cial relations ? There has never been a time
when our commerce was in a more flourishing
condition. The great cotton interest, which
would be more apt than any other to feel the
consequences of the war, has not suffered nor

languished. The high prices received for our

grain, and the prosperity of the great agricul-
tural interest of the United States, even in spite
ofthe monetary crisis in the country, are in some
degree attributable to the very war which it is
contended is injurious to our country. We wish,
on this subject, to be clearly understood. We
would not have it supposed that a continuance
of disaster with other nations should be with us

a cause for rejoicing. Such, indeed, would be a
selfish feeling unworthy an enlightened nation.
But we have adverted to these facts to show
that the advocates of mediation cannot rest
their defense of this measure upon the ground
that the existence of this war is prejudicial to
the interests of this country.
We leave the snbject here. We may return

at some future day to its examination. In the
meantime, we conclude by the expression of
our belief, that the mediation of the United
States can be productive of no good, that the
trial by battle is the best as it is the most an¬
cient umpirage between nations, and that our
wisest and most dignified position, as a country,
is an attitude of strict neutrality and non-inter¬
ference.

DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS.
Pursuant to notice, a meeting of Democratic

members of Congress was held at the Capitol
on \\ ednesday evening. The meeting was

called for the purpose of taking the tariff into
consideration and to consult as to the proper
plan of reducing the revenue from customs.
Senator Toucey, of Connecticut, presided, and
Mr. Barksdale, of Mississippi, acted as Secre¬
tary.
We are informed that the attendance was

not very large, that there was but little differ¬
ence of opinion amongst the members present,
and that the proceedings resulted in the adop¬
tion of* resolution to the effect that the duties
on imports ought to be reduced to a revenue

standard, and that the reduction ought to be
made in accordance with the principles of the
revenue bill of 1846, which is now in operation.
We understand, further, that, after the adop¬
tion of this resolution, another was "offered
affirming that the reduction ought to be made
by reducing pro rata the imposts of the exist
ing law, and that it was withdrawn because it
was thought that the resolution which had
been adopted, was a sufficient sanction of the
method of taxation now in force.
These proceedings we understand to be in

effect a repudiation of the protective innova¬
tions recommended by the Secretary of the
Treasury in his recent Financial Report. The
resolution to adhere to the principles of the
tariff of 1846 in making the reductions de¬
manded by the public interest is in direct an¬

tagonism to a huge free list constructed for the
purpose of benefitting a particular interest, and
it is in direct antagonism to the plan of reduc¬
ing revenue by duties high enough to check
importations. 1 hese are the main features in
the plan of reduction submitted by the Secre¬
tary of the Treasury, and as we hold them to
be of restrictive origin and directly opposed to
the principles of free-trade we are glad to see

that they have been condemned without diffi¬
culty at a meeting of Democratic members of
Congress.
We h&ve already expressed our views at

some length on the recommendations of'the
Secretary of the Treasury. We have explain¬
ed their meaning as well as we could, and we

have showed how their adoption would be an

abandonment of the revenue policy of the
Democratic party in the honr of its triumphant
.success in order to return to the monopolies
and restrictions of class legislation. A large
Free list composed of those articles whi<jb are

used as raw materials by the manufacturers has
always been a favorite idea with the protection¬
ists,and they were consistent in favoring such an
idea. A free list constructed on that principle
must enhance the price of manufactured arti¬
cles by requiring higher than revenue duties
on them, in order to produce the necessarry
amount of income for the government. The
manufacturers would have the benefit of this
enhanced price in the sale of their goods whilst
they would enjoy the benefit of free trade and
low prices in purchasing their raw materials.
The raw materials used by the manufactu¬

rers consists chiefly of the products of the
fields, and of the forests, and they are grown and
gathered by a multitude of laborers.not fabri¬
cated by a few associated capitalists working
with machinery. They constitute thfe means
with which that multitude of laborers purchase
the manufactured articles they consume arti¬
cles which are fabricated by a few associated
capitalists working with machinery. Yet, a!
Free list after the plan of the Secretary of the
Treasury, and of the protectionists, wonld di¬
minish the value of raw materials by strongly
increasing the prico of manufactures through
the agency of protective duties, and at the
same time give the benefits of Free trade and
an exemption from taxation to the advocates
of restrictions on commerce and high duties
on imports. But it was not our purpose to dis¬
cuss the Tariff question when we took our pen.
We only intended to mention the meeting of
the Democratic members of Congress, held on

Wednesday evening, and to express our grati¬
fication that it adhered to the Free trade revaae

policy of the Democratic party in preference to
the protective recommendations of the Secre¬
tary of the Treasury.

A NEW BOOK, ILLtSTKATIVK OF
THE ISfHTlTl riON OK SLAVERY.
"THB VAUCRl! OK KREE SOCI¬
ETY."

Books, like water aud lard, are plentiful iu
thia fruitful country. But we are too fast a
people to produce many well thought and yrell
reasoned books. Besides, we are too com¬

fortable, too well fed and well clad to encounter
the labors, the fatigues, and the drudgery of
authorship. It requires as well the pinch of
necessity as the fire of genius to build up a
solid and a great literature. It is only when
population is dense, competition strong, and
the uvocations, trades, aud professions of life
are overstocked, that intellect seeks authorship
as its business. It is true that the young, fresh,
sensitive,'but ambitious mind often makes its
first essay, by producing a book. But this is
an indulgence, a luxury, a rapture, and, as

might be expected, such essays, from want of
reflection and preparation, usually fall still¬
born from the press. What was an indulgence,
becomes a curse, and what was rapture, be¬
comes a misery. It is seldom that a man in this
country becomes an author after he has reached
middle life, unless he has made a hit in his
youth. However, we do not design writing an
essay 011 authorship. It is only our purpose to
present a few remarks on a work that has just
been iiutued from the press.
We refer to a volume entitled "Socialogy

for the South, or the Failure of Free Society."
This work is from thp press of A. Morris,
Richmond, Virginia, and from the pen of
George Fitzhugh, esq., of Port Royal, Virginia.
It has received a most flattering notice at the
hands of many of the leading journals of Vir¬
ginia, and many extracts have been made
from it, in order to illustrate its character.

This book is a mine of thought and a maga¬
zine of ideas. Its main object seems to be the
illustration of the necessity for, and the ad¬
vantages of, slavery. It treats the subject ab¬
stractly, scripturally, historically, nnd practi¬
cally, and presents all the arguments and sta¬
tistics of the subject in a concise, original, and
striking manner. To all the conclusions of
the author we do not assent, but in his leading
ideas we fully concur. He has presented to
the public a well-written book, a learned book,
an able book. There are ideas enough in it for
a library. That it will be generally read and
well received, the good opinion we have of our

countrymen, forces us to "believe. *

MASSACHUSETTS LEGISLATURE.
The Boston Post of the 3d instant, says:

"The legislature,will assemble in the State-
house this morning, at ten o'clock, for organi¬
zation, having completed which, they will pro¬
ceed, with the governor and staff, to the Old
South church, under escort of the Independent
Cadets, Colonel Amory, where the election
Bermon will be delivered by Rev. S. K. Lo-
throp, of this city. Solomon Freeman, of
Brewster, is the candidate for councillor, re¬

commended by the Know-nothing convention
at Yarmouth. Candidates were also desig¬
nated for sheriff, register of probate, &c., in
case the policy of removal shall prevail.
I®-We have received from the publishers,

Messrs. De Witt and Davenport, a handsomely
bound volume, entitled " Humanity in the
City," being a scries of DiooowraoA, by tho B«v.
E. H. Chapin, of New York. It is much com¬

plimented for its brilliancy of description,
chasteness of language, and its moral and
religious spirit. We have not read it, and can¬

not therefore pronounce on its merits. The
author is certainly a man of talents, and of a

high order of eloqueucc. The volume is for
sale at Frank Taylor's.
JH^The Sacramento (Cal.) Union pub¬

lishes a detailed account of the loss of life and
property on the Plains obtained from reliable
sources, which appeal powerfully to Congress
for aid and defense from Indian craft and vio¬
lence. It says: "Thousands of horses have
been stolen during the past summer, from emi¬
grants, and thousands of cattle and sheep killed
by treacherous and hostile Indians. Unless
Government steps forward and establishes a

line of forts on the emigrant road to California,
the immigration to the State next year will be
greatly reduced, and confined principally to
men. No man would wiiliegly trust his wife
and children to such perils from savage attacks
as have been encountered by the emigrants the
past season."
INAUGURATION OK TIIE GOVERNOR
AND LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OK
NEW YORK.
The New York Mirror of the 3d instant,

says:
"The Inauguration of Governor Clark aud

Lieutenant Governor Raymoud, took place at
the Capital, at 10 o'clock yesterday morning.
Kx-Governor Seymour accompanied Governor
Clark and staff to the platform, and made a

brief, but eloquent retiring speech, to which
Governor Clarke feelingly responded. The
Lieutenant Governor was called for, but Mr.
Raymond did not come torward Three cheers
were then given for the outgoing and the in¬
coming Governor. The whole affair was con¬
ducted pleasantly and in good order.
"The Legislature organized at noon. The

Senate remains as at the last session, with the
exception of Lieutenant Governor Raymond as

President, in place of Ex-Lieutenant Governor
Church. There is one vacancy in Senate,
caused by the election of Mr. Clark to the Gov¬
ernorship. Lieutenant Governor Raymond
addressed the Senate briefly in reference to his
position and duties, on taking the chair.
Twenty-five Senators were present, and six
absent.
"The Assembly organized, (121 members

present,) by the election ofthe following officers:
.for Speaker, Mr. Littlejohn. JWhig,) by 76
votes, over Ambrose Stevens, (k. N.J37 votes.
Mr. Littlejohn made a brief speech on taking
the chair. Richard U. Sherman, (Whig,) was
elected Clerk by 78 votes, over Albert T. Ed-
gerton, who got 30 votes. Byron Ellsworth
(Chatauque) was elected Sergeant-atrArms.H. Groesbeck, (Monroe.) Samuel Hall (Albany,)
and Wm. Burtis (N. Y.,) were elected Door¬
keeper, and First and Second Assistant Door¬
keepers. A motion by C. C. Leigh, that the
olergymen of Albany who are pastors pf organ¬
ized congregations be invited to open, in rota¬
tion, the daily sittings with prayer, was voted
down.

"As soon as the two houses were organised,
the Governor sent his message. The docu¬
ment is spoken well of generally by oar contem¬
poraries, though by some it is considered as re¬

pressive in its suggestions to mercantile and
monied' intereats."

A Widow's Lamint.-.The 3hssta Courier has
the subjoined experience of an Oregon widow
during her sojourn on the Pacific coast

1 have indeed been moat unfortunate, both of
my a»ms are slightly palsied, each of my legs have
been broken ; my health is generally bad, 1 have
hsd four husbands in my time, but they all up anddied, poor things ; and I had four yoke of oxen,
and the cussealndian* itoje and sat them.

ITEMS.

A PoWKR AMONG THE PaHTHKM..A Texas
journal relate* the story of a small party of uieu

wbo, without gums, were-following their dogs in
pursuit of a panther. They came up within a few
feet of the ferocious beast without seeing him,
when he was suddenly discovered in the branc hes
of a bushy tree preparing to Spring upon them.
This was u case requiring immediate action to
save themselves; and while the dogs attracted
the attention of the ferocious animal, a man named
Davenport drew his bowie knile mid walking fear¬
lessly up to the tree stabbed it in a fatal spot. The
panther sprang thirty feet and wouuded several of
the dogs before lie died.

,
The next day Davenport killed another of the

same size; he had raised his ride to shoot a deer
when he saw a panther crouched a lew yards be¬
fore him, patting his huge paws, ready to jump,
lie drew his fuithlul rille and shot him between
the eyes.

A " Brave * English Noulema.n..Lord Forth
has returned to England irom the Crimea. It is
said his return has created great indignation.
The London correspondent of the New York Tri¬
bune writes:
He is a very young officer, a minor, and, as it

seems, not much of a hero. In the battle of Alinu
he threw himself on the ground, and screamed.
" I am frightened, I can't fight." Lord Raglan sent
him word, that in the next battle he was expected
to distinguish himself by his gallantry, that his
cowardice might be forgotten. But at Inkerman
he again behaved as cowardly; two officers, there¬
fore, were sent by the General-in-Chief to cast
away his epaulettes, to break his sword, and kick
him out of the camp He returned to England a
diaffrared man. his family disown him, and the
clubs are closed against him.

Moral of the Baby Show.. We, at our cattle
shows, give prizes to the man who produces the
best food for the people's eating. The Americans
give prizes for the mouths best adapted to eat the
food which is so bountifully prepared for them on

their vast continent. The two nations typify their
differences in this manner. Our great desire is to
find ample food for our population. The Ameri¬
cans are only desirous of a large population to
consume their food..London 'Times.

A Brutal Prize Fight took place at Nevada,
(Califprnia,) on the 10th December, betwen Col.
Fitzgerald, and a man named Kelly. The noto¬
rious Yankee Sullivan acted as second for Fitz¬
gerald. During the third round, Kelly broke bis
arm above the wrist. After the eighteenth round
Kelly tailed to come to time, and his opponent
was accordingly declared the victor. Both parties
were arrested aAer the fight.
Ships-of-War at Honoeulu..On the 20th of

October were at anchor in and off the harbor of
Honolulu, the Uuited States sloops-of-war St.
Mary's and Portsmouth, the frigate Susquehanna.
H. B. M. sloops-of-war Trincomalee and Ain-
phitrite, and the French corvette L'Artemise-
The last two were anchored outside the harbor,
on the lookout for Russian ships.
Bia Lump..A " nugget" of gold weighing three

and a half pounds, was taken out of Hornitas
Creek, Mariposa county, California.

" An Affair of Honor," so called, terminated
fatally near Oakland, California, on the bth ultimo.
The parties were Mr. A. Kewen and Col. Wood-
lief. The latter was shot through the heart, and
expired instantly. The cause of the difficulty was
a trivial one.

California Lion..The Mariposa Chronicle tells
of a lion killed on the Chowchilla by Mr. Ash-
worth, which measured eight feet in length, and
weighed 250 pounds. They day previous, he had
killed and carried ofl'a hog weighing 150 pounds.

gfltUtf,
The beat Article ever used, as hundreds can

testify iu thiscity and surrounding country. Read!
OILMAN'O Lil^UlD HA IK DYE iriMuiuan*uu»tg
changes the hair to a brilliant jet Black or glossyBrown, winch is permanent.does not stain or in
any way injure the skin. No article ever yet in¬
vented which will compare with it. We would
advise all who have gray hairs to buy it, for it
neverfails..Boston Post.

For sale by Z. D. Gilmah, Chemist,
Apr 2Wa*kington city

J&3- Special Notice..HENRY'S INVIGOR¬
ATING CORDIAL..The merits of this purely
vegetable extract for the removal and cure of phy¬
sical prostration, genital debility, nervous affec¬
tion, ate., Arc., are fully described in another col¬
umn of this paper, to which the reader is referred.
$2 per bottle, 3 bottles for $5, six bottles for $S,$16 per dozen. Observe the marks of the gen¬
uine.

Prepared only by S. E. COHEN, No. 3 Franklin
Row, Yrine street, below Eighth, Philadelphia,Pennsylvania. For sale by all the respectable
druggists and merchants throughout the country,
and by W. H. GILMAN. Washington, D. C.

CANBY & HATCH, Baltimore.
PEEL A: STEVENS, Alexandria, Va.

May 24 Wholesale Agents for Virginia.
Stimulating Liniment, as prepared at

GILMAN'S Drug Store, is deserving of the high¬
est commendation as a cure for Chronic and Acute
Rheumatism. It seldom, if ever, fails to give
speedy and permanent relief. This Liniment has
been prepared by Z. D. Oilman, chemist of this
city for many years, and since its introduction has
been extensively used by many of the most re¬
spectable families in the District and vicinity, to
whom reference can be made at any time as to its
magical effects in curing Rheumatism, even in
elderly persons, who had been sufferers for a long
time. It was originally made for horses, for the
cure of lameness, saddle galls, Sec., and is now
much used lor such purposes, being an invaluable
article wherever a Liniment i» required either for
man or beast May 23

l£/~ Sick Headache Remedy..A remedy for
the.sick headache, which has been recentlyoffered
to.the public, ia attracting great attention, not only
by reason of the very satisfactory testimonials to
its efficacy which have been volunteered by many
who have been benefited by it, but also because
there are so great a number of people who are af¬
flicted with the distressing complaint, for which
no medicine has before been made public. Dr.
Eastman, who discovered the efficacy of hia "rem¬
edy," is a physician in this city, in high' standing,
with a large practice. He is a physician in whom
great confidence ia placed; and we do not wonder
that his remedy for a very common ditease,which
has been so long needed, has attracted the attention
of all sufferers from headache who have heard of it.
From onr own knowledge of Dr. Eastman's char
acterand practice,we have no doubt that the med¬
icine deserves the fa*or it receives, and that it will
prove te be a great benefit to all who may give it
a trial..I/ynn Newt, December 23, 1853.
For sale in Washington by Z. D. GILMAN, and

by all the druggists. Apr 2

NK W Vi: AII'W PREMKMS. M W.
GALT & BRO. will open this day a mngnifi-

cent assortment of Watches, Jewelry, Silver Ware,
and Fancy Goods, suitable for presents, to which
they invite the attention of purchasers.

M. W. GALT & BROTHER,
Jan 3.3t Penn. av-, betw. 9th and 10th sis

JUHT received, per schooner Mist.
150 wholes, halves, and quarter boxes Raisins
4 cases Prunes, in jars and boxes
2 bales Almonds
4 eases Preserved Chow-Chow
4 do do Canton Ginger
10 dozen assorted Jellies
10 do do l'raaervea
50 boxes Fig Pasto
2 casks Currants
2 cases Sardines
10 bbla. Cranberries
GO baskets Bordeaux and Marseilles Oil
For sale by WM. LINTON,

Coiner 7th and D streets.
Dec 12.-1 weodif

WEBSTER and hie Master Fleers, by
Rev. B. F. Tell\, author of Hungary and

Kossuth.
Poems of the Orient, by Hhyard Taylor.
Swell Life at Sea, or Fun, Frigates, and Yntch-

ing, a collection of National Yarns, from the Log
Book of a Younster of Ihe Mrss.
High Life in New York, byJonathan Slick, esq.,

of Weathersfield, Connecticut. .

Leaves from the Tree Igdrtsyl, by Martha Rus
sell.

Just received and for sale kyNov 8 R FARNHAM.

foul anil personal.
Report of the Commissioner of Public

Buildings..We are in the receipt of a copy of
this documeut, which pOb»eM«ea much interest.
Major B. B. French, the Commissioner, as ap¬

pear* from bis statement to Congress, expended,
from January 1 to June 30, lST>4,the turn oi $158,-
00b 3y. The largest items were, towarda the
erection of the west wing of the Patent Office,
$74,455; lighting Pennsylvania avenue, the Capi¬
tol, President's House, &ic., $11,233; and im¬
provement of squure south of the President's
House, $7,195.
The Commissioner says that unless Congress

think proper to establish some other crossing
place over the Potomac than the Loug Bridge, an

expenditure of from tive to teu thousand dollars
will be necessary within another year to keep the
bridge in proper order for the immense travel
that passes otfer it. He expresses the hope that
Congress may see lit to make an appropriation of
ten thousand dollars for the cnsual repairs of the
three bridges owned by the United States.
As to the improvement of the grounds south of

the President's House, he says they are uow in
a good condition, aud that there will be many
thousand trees and shrubs planted in them, so

that, before another year, they will begin to as¬

sume a beautiful appearance-
Alter rendering an account of his official pro¬

ceedings, he mentions such particular improve¬
ments as appear to him to be worthy of congress¬
ional favor, and such as have been called espe¬
cially to his attention by individuals, or by the
city authorities. Among these are the erection of a

sea-wall to protect the public mall west and south
of the National Washington Monument, the ex¬

pense of which is estimated at twelve thousand
dollars ; enclosing with au iron fence the triangu¬
lar space on Pennsylvania avenue, on which the
western market-house recently stood; and re¬

moving the old, dilapidated engine-house of the
Franklin Fire Company, from the triangular space
on Pennsylvania avenue, between Thirteenth and
Fourteenth streets, and enclosing the space with
an iron fence, and improving it; the cost o/this
would be about six thousand dollars, He suggests
a very important improvement. as it is regarded
not only by him, but by all who have examined
it.south of the President's House. It is to re¬

move the stone wall which now forms the south¬
ern boundary of the park, from fifteen to twenty
feet further south ; to reduce the height of itubout
two feet; to erect it on an ellipsis, with a radius
of about two thousand eight hundred feet, run¬

ning from Fifteenth street to Seventeenth street;
placing an iron fence upon the wall, and removing
the present east and west gateways out to Fif¬
teenth and Seventeenth streets. This improve¬
ment would give to the grounds, south of the
house an appropriate finish, and would cost about
$15,000.
We are glad to perceive that while the ener¬

getic Commissioner discharges his. duty with
strict fidelity to the United States, he is at the
same time mindful of the interests of the city of
Washington.
A Citizen, at night, wants to go home, or make

a visit; stands at a c^Phier lor ten minutes, wait¬
ing for an omnibus; corns on his toes, perhapa,
walking » painful, and therefore he prefers to

ride; becomes impatient, and moves slowly on¬

wards, hoping an omnibus will come rattling on
and overtake him; journey half accomplished,
sees the much desired vehicle; holds up his hand
as a signal for the driyer to stop; rushes to the
door; peeping in, sees the seats packed with peo¬
ple, who greet him with the exclamation, " no

room!" But as an omnibus is never full, lie
eith«r stand* up, with difficulty preserving his
equilibrium, or, it may be, is privileged to seat

himseli on some kind-hearted male passenger's
knees! Fat man will not contract his dimensions
to accommodate the last comer, who is consider¬
ed an intruder by those who are anxiously watch¬
ing his movements. Anon, the omnibus stops,
another passenger gets on the steps; perceives
a crowd of people inside; drops oft' to wait
for the next «' bus," or to walk his journey ;
the latter mode often preferred by persons in a

hurry. Omnibus again halts; lady aud gentleman
crowd in; one or two of the more polite male
passengers struggle out, after paying their fare.
Again omnibus stops; the pressure within is re¬

lieved by the exit of a humau being, who, reach¬
ing once more the earth, treads it proudly as if
just released from a prison-house. Omnibus goes
on, halting occasionally, to take in and drop out
passengers; everybody complaining of the con¬
tracted accommodations, and lookiug forward to
the time when the vehicle will be enlarged, either
by being supplied with two stories, or constructed
ol some pliable material which will permit of
stretching dimensions, according to circumstan¬
ces !
We have too much respect for the horses to say

anything against them. They perlorm their duty
wnhout murmuring. It may be spoken to their

'credit that they are never inclined to run away .

whether because they are too much fatigued to
do so, or whether their loads are too heavy, is not
a question appropriate to this occasion !

Moating Castles..We learn that our old
friend, Edward I). Tippet, has returned to the city
from the North, bringing^with him the model of a

navigating balloon, to carry freight and passen-
&ers.his own invention. A day or two ago we
saw Mr. Pennington about town. He claims to
have discovered the true principles of successful
wriul navigation, but has never been able to take
flight in such a contrivance! Mr. Rufus Porter,
with the industry of a beaver, ii still working on

.his "float and saloon," in this city. It may be,
that these navigating-balloou geniuses are going
to hold a convention for the benefit of science and
ol themselves. We are becoming impatient for a

trip through and above the clouds!

Judiciary Reform..It seems that the oppo¬
nents of the bill which recently passed the House
of Representatives, providing for an organization
of the fourts of the District of Columbia, and to
retorm and improve the laws thereof, are procur-
'"K signatures to a memorial to be presented to
the Senate, praying that the same may be rejected.
"They further pray that Congress will pass such
laws as they may deem expedient, authorizing a

convention of the people of the District ofColam-
bia to prepare and report a code of laws to Con¬
gress for the future government of this District,
aAer the same shall have been submitted to and
approved by Congress."
Public Schools..Ob Wednesday afternoon

the trustees received a letter from Miss Davis, re¬

signing the office of assistant teacher in the first
district school, female department, and Miss Mid-
dleton was elected to the vacancy. Miss Harriet
Baker was. promoted to the vacancy in Primary
School, No. 3, occasioned by the promotion of Miss
Middleton ; and Miss Jane Thompson, of this city,
was elected to fill the vacancy made by Miss Ba¬
ker's promotion.
The Journeymen House C arpenters held a

meeting at the City Hall, on Wednesday night,
to take means for preventing the hiring of Peni¬
tentiary convicts to ce. tain contractors and car¬

penters, to the detriment of honest mechanics.
A committee was appointed to wait on the Sec¬
retary of the Interior in relation to the subject.

Dr. Balrd will deliver a lecture at the Smith¬
sonian Institution this evening, taking, for his
theme, "The present war in Europe." The in¬
terest of the stih|ect will doubtless attract a large
auditory

ftiligtapjfit.
L«|i*l»tnrc ot *»»*..

Boston, Jan- 4..The Legislature of Maine met
and organized yesterday, by the election oj £rank-liu Muggy an President of the Senate.and Sidney
I'erliani » Speaker ol tbe Houae. The Legisla¬
ture will probably choose a governor on hnday.

Markets.
Nkw Yorx, Jan. 4.-Cottou-The market is dull.
Flour.Prices a tritle lower. Sales of 0,000

barrels good Obio at $9 37 & $9 81. ^»^ernlower. Sales of 1,800 barrels at »9 37 @ $9 87.
Wheat-.The market is liriu. Southern wlute

12 05 0 $2 20.
^ ,Pork. Tbe market ts dull. Sales ot mesa at

$12 05 (iii $12 18.
, ',Beef..The market is dull, with a declining ten-

dency. Country mess beef $8 75@)$11 20.
Lard..Prices are unchanged, with moderate

business at previous rates.
Whisky..Prices are unchanged ; business is

very dull.
Nkw Obijians, January 2..The advices per

steamer Atlantic reached here to day, after busi¬
ness hours. The sales of cotton to-day amounted
to 4,000 bales. New ahouldera are selling at 7.

Live pet deer for sale, a buck,
three years old, in fine order and perfectly

docile ; can be seen on application at the *tore.
Also, 22 saddles of fine Veniton, trom the Alle-

^Jo'Iale by SHEKELL & BROTHERS.
No. 40, opposite Centre Market.

Jan 5.Jtif

VINE SUIT OF CLOTHES. Geutle-
men wishing to provide themselves with a

fashionable suit of Clothes, at moderate prices,
will find every variety of style and quaility at the
establishment of

\yALL & STEVENS,
322, Pennsylvania avenue,

next door to Iron Hall.
Jan 5 (News,)
ENTLEMEN'S DRESS SHIRTS, of
beat quality..A large iassortment, at the

lowest market prices, constantly on hand,
WALL <fc STEVENS,

3*22, Penn. avenue, next door to Iron Hall.
Jan 5 (New#.)

UNDER GARMENTS FOR THE SEA-
soii..The largest aud best assortment of all

qualities, Will be found at
WALL & STEVENS,

322, Penn. avenue, next door to Iron Hall.
Jan 5 (News.)

SERVANTS CLOTHING..A very large
and extensive assortment of Ready Mad*

Clothing, suitable for servants, at very low price?.
For sale by

WALL & STEVENS,
322, Penn. avenue, next door to Iron Hall.

Jan 5 (News.)

TRAVELING and Packing Trunka of
all qualities..A large variety constantly on

baud, and for sale cheap by
WALL & STEVENS,

322, Penn. avenue, next door to Iron Hall.
Jan 5 (News.) .

FOR THE WEST AND SOUTH.

Baltimore aud Ohio Railroad.Improved Ar¬
rangement* for Travel 1.Important

Changes of Schedule! 1

The late completion of the Central Ohio Rail¬
road, between Wheeling and Columbus, uniting,
as it does, by a short and direct line, the Balti-
limore and Ohio Railroad with all portions of the
West (and North and Southwest,) gives this route
greatly increased advantages to through travellers
in that direction. On and after Monday, Novem¬
ber 27, 185-1, the trains will be run as follows :

FOR THROUQH PASSENGERS.
Two fast trains daily will run in each direction.

First.Tbe MAIL TRAIN, leaviu* Camdeu Sta¬
tion at 7 a. m., instead of at 8 o'clock as hereto¬
fore,(except on Sunday,) and "riving at Whedin*
at 2 40 a. m...Second.Tbe E\1 RtSS TKAlrl,
leaving at 5 p. m., instead of at 7 p. m., as hereto¬
fore, aud running through to Wheeling in about 17
hours, reaching there at 10 25 a. m. This t'®in
will stop at Washington Junction, Sykesville,
Monocacy, Harper's Ferry, Martinsburg, Sir
John's Run. Cumberland, Piedmont. Rowlesburg,
Newburg, Feiterman, Farmington, Cameron, and
Moundsville only, for wood and water and meals.
Both these trains make prompt and regular con¬
nection with the cars of the Central Ohie Road
for Cambridge, Zanesville, Newark, Columbus,
Cincinnati, Louisville. Dayton, Sandusky, Toledo,
Detroit, Indianapolis, Chicago, St. Louis, etc. Pas¬
sengers leaving Baltimore by the Mail Train, will
reach Cincinnati for dinner next day, while by the
Express Train they arrive there at 12 the next
night, being kept but one night on the route by
either train.

. . , ,Passengers for the northwest via Cleveland
and all intermediate points can make a direct con
nection with the trains upon the Cleveland and
Pittsburg Railroad at all times when the Ohio is
navigable for steamers between Wheeling and
Wellsville, by leaving Baltimore in the Mail Train
at 7 a. m

Returning, the Trains leave Wheeling as fol¬
lows: The EXPRESS TRAIN at 4 30 n. m.,
reaching Baltimore at 9 50 a. in. The MAIL
TRAIN at 11.45 p. m. reaching Baltimore at 7
P
C7" Through tickets by boat from Wheeling for

Cincinnati, Madison, Louisville, St. Louis, and
other River Cities, will be sold at all times when
the stage of water will admit.
07" Through tickets between Baltimore and

Washington, and all the important cites and
towns in the West, are sold at the Ticket Offices
of the Company.

FOR WAY PASSENGERS.
THE MAIL TRAIN, leaving Camden Station

will take passengers for all the usual stopping
places on the Road. Returning, this train leaves
Wheeling at 11.45 midnight, Cumberland at 10.15
a. m., and arrives at Baltimore at 7 p. m.
THE FREDERICK ACCOMMODATION

TRAIN, for Frederick and intermediate places,
will start at 4 p. m., daily, (except Sunday,) ar¬

riving in Frederick at 7.40. Returning will leave
Frederick at 9 a. m., arriving at Baltimore at 12 30,
"
THE ELLICOTTS MILLS ACCOMMODA¬

TION will be run daily, (except Sundays,) as fol-
lowa:
Leave Camden Station at 6 a. m. and 3 pm.l^eave Ellioott's Mills at 7.30 a. m. and 6.30 p. m.Dec 14.

TO Members of CongreM, Strangers So¬
journing in the City,and (It* Public generally..Permit me 10 call your attention to my large and su¬

perior stock of Cloths, G'assiineres, and Vratings,
which will be made up to order at the shortest no¬
tice, and in such Myle as cannot fail to please.Having supplied my establishment with the verybest workmen, I will warrant that nil garments
manufactured by me shall be equal to those made
in any other establishment in the United States.

WM. H. STANFORD, Merchant Tailor,
Penn. av., three doors west of 3d st, No. 488.
Also, Agent for the regular French Fashions,received regularly, two suits a month. W.H. S.
Dec ft 2aw3wif

JOIIN H. BUTHNANN, Importer and
Itealer in Wine, Brandy, Clgan, Ac.

Pennsylvania avenue, aouth side, between Four-
nnd-a-Half and Sixth streets, has received hia full
stock and assortment of the above, consisting in
part of.

Madeira, Sherry, Port of various grades, Cham¬
pagne, in quarta and pints, different brands.

A great variety of Rhine Wine, some of it
iiparlclinr. .

Also, St. Peray sparkling red and whit* Claret
at prices from »3 50 per dozen to the highest
oroer.

And numerous other kinds of Wine.
Also, very superior Cognac, pale and dark;Scheidam Gin, Jamaica Rum, fine old Whis¬

key, Irish Malt, Cordials, and Havana Cigars.Dec 20.2tawitbw
HIS 1ft TO GIVE NOTICE, that the orU
ginal Virginia Military Land Warrant, No]8,WW. (of 3334 acres, issued on the 22d Septem¬ber, 1841, in the name of Ann Bronaugh, one of

the heirs of Lieutenant Auatin Sandridge, for hia
service as lieutenant in the continental line, has
l>een accidentally lost; and application will be
made to the General Land Office, for the issue of
script on a duplicate ofsaid warrant, in accordance
with the 4th arclion of the rules and regulations
of said office dated November '20th. 1852.

% THOMAS BRONAUGH,For himself and the other heirs of Ann Bronaugh.
, Nov 29^.cw.'bn

THREE Ply Collars..HJO dozen for anle,$1 50 per dozen, by
WALL & STEPHENS,

13 Pt. av., ne*t door to Iron Hall.

^msstmevt.
NATIONAL THEATHE.

W. MOWBRAY....LESSEE and MANAGER.

Prices of Adml.tou.
IAdieu and Gentlemen to the Dress Circle

and Parquette 50ceui».
Reserved Seats 75 ".

Orchestra Seats 75 "

Family Circle 25 M

Third Tier ....50 "

Colored Gallery 25 "

Private Boxes *$5

THIS EVENING, JANUARY 5,
Will be performed the Grand Ballet, in 3 Acts, of

LE DIAliLE A Q.UATRE,
Or the Basket Maker's Wife.

MAZURKA M'LLE CAROLINE.
Doors open at 6}.Performance will commence

at 7|.
Box office open from 10 to 4 o'clock.

Jaa. 5.

GBRMANIAN BELL RINGCRS,
AT ODD FELLOWS' 1IALL.

THE PEAK FAMILY,
Voesllsts and Bell Ringers,

TAKE the preseut opportunity to unuounce to
the inhabitants of the City of Washington

that they will give
TWO CONCERTS ONLY,

on
BELLI,

HARPS,
GUITARS, *

CREMOMA,
At tfce above named Hall, on MONDAY and

TUESDAY EVENINGS, January6th and 9th, 1855.

Tickets 2ft Cents, reserved seats 50 cent*.
Doors open at 61; Concert to commence at 7J.

W. B. BLAISDELL, Agent.
ID* They will also give

TWO CONCERTS
In GEORGETOWN, at FOREST HALL, on

WEDNESDAY aud THURSDAY
EVENINGS, Janumy 10th

and 11th.

Tickets, 25 cents.reserved seats, 50 cents.
N. B..FOREST HALL has just been fitted upwith New Settee*, New Stage, and a New Furnor*

for warming, which renders it one of the pleasant-
est and most covifortable Halls now in use.

Jan. 4

The New York and Liverpool United States
Mail Steamers.

The ships comprising this line are :
The Atlantic Captain West.
The Pacific Captain Nye.
The Baltic Captain. Comstock.

These ships having been built by
contract, expressly lor government

T_^ service, every caro has been taken
in their construction, as also in their engines, to
insure strength and speed, and their accommo¬
dations for passengers are unequalled for ele-

fance and comfort.
'rice of passage from New York to Liverpool,in first cabin $130

In second cabin, $75. Exclusive use of extra sized
state rooms #324
From Liverpool to New York 30 and 20 guineas.
An experienced Surgeon attached to each ship.No berth sebured until paid for.

PROPOSED DATES OP 8AILINO.
From Nate York. From Liverpool.

Saturday. .Dee. 16,1854
Saturday. .Dec. 30,1854
Saturday. .Jan. 13, 1855
Saturday..Jan. 27, 1855
Saturday.. Feb. 10, 1855
Saturday.. Feb. 24, 1855

Wed'day..Dec. 27,1854
Wcd'day.. Jan. 10, 18)5
Wed'day. .Jan. 24, 1855
Wed'day. .Feb. 7,1855
Wed'day..Feb. 21,1855
Wed'day..Mar. 7,1855
For freight or passage, apply to

EDWARD K. COLLINS,
No. 56 Wall street, N. Y.

BROWN, SHIPLEY & Co.,
Liverpool.

R. G. ROBERTS & Co.,
. 13 King's Anns Yard, London.

B. G. WAINWRIGHT& Co.,
Paris.

GEO. H. DRAPER, Havre.
The owners of these ships will not be accounta¬

ble for gold, silver, bullion, specie, jewelry, pre¬
cious stou«», or metals, unless bills of lading are
signed therefor, nnd the value thereof therein ex*
pressed. Jan 3.dtf

Bill tor Injunction. In the Circuit Court In
the District of Columbia, fitting In Chan¬
cery.

Christopher Adams, complainant,
vs.

Jamca Guthrie,
Ames Adams,
Isaa< N. Comstock, ^ Defendants.
Samuel Byington,andRichard Wattach,

THIS bill of complaint in the above stated cause
states, that the said complainant, on or about the

twenty-fifth day of November, A. D., 1851, entered
into a contract with the United States government,
agreeing to supply the government with five mil¬
lion of brick for the extension ofthe Capitol. That
said complainant, on or about the 12th day of Jan¬
uary, A. D- 1852, assigned to one Samuel Strong,the said contract; the said Strong agreeing and
promising to pay to said complainant the sum of
lour thousand dollars.
The bill further statea that the said Strong, on

or about the 2d day of February, A. D. 1852, as¬
signed the said contract, or one moiety thereof, to
Amoa Adams and Isaac N. Comstock, of the city
ofAlbany and State ofNew York, and received from
the said Adams and Comstock their obligation or
promise for the payment of four thousand dollars,
or thereabout, as well as a lien of thirty per cent,
on the moneys to be paid by the government on
said contract, until the said sum ol four thousand
dollars should be paid ; which lien said Strongduly assigned to the complainant in this bill. Thn
bill further states that sometime in the year 1852,the said Amos Adams and Isaac N. Comstock as¬
signed their right, title,and interest in the contract
to one Samuel l>yington aa partner and associate
of Richard Wallach, the said Ryington and Wal-
lach having nonce of the said lien of thirty per
cent, on the moneys to be paid by the government
on said contract.
The object of said bill is to obtain an injunction

against said defendants inhibiting the said Jamea
Guthrie, and all persons acting for him, from
paying the said moneys to any of the defend¬
ants, or their representatives, and the defend¬
ants add their representatives from receivingthe said moneys until the sum of thirty-six hun¬
dred dollars, and the interest thereon, should be
paid to the complainant or hia legal representa¬tives, and such other and further decree as to thta
court shall seem right and proper. The said Amo*
Adams and the said Isaac N. Comstock, named
in the caption and body of the bill, still residing in
Albany as aforesaid, beyond the reach of the pro¬
cess of the court.

It is, therefore, by the court ordered this 1st dayof January, A. D. 15>55, that the matters and
things staled in the aforesaid bill of complaintagai nst the defendants, shall be taken for con¬
fessed against the said Amos Adams and lsaaoN. Comstock, and such decree made in the pre¬mises against them, and each of them, as tho
court shall seem right, unless the said defendants
appear in the court on or before the aecond Mon¬
day in May next, and answer the said bill, andshow cause if any Ihey have why a decree as
prayed for by the complainant should not be
passed by the court.
Provided the complainant cause this order, and

the substance and ths object of the said bill of
complaint, to be published in some newspaper in
the city of Washington, twice a week for aix
successivs weekj^ihe first insertion thereof to
appear at least four months before the second
Monday in May next-

Given at rules, the first Monday of January,1855, being the first day of January, 1855.
Test: JOHN A. SMITH,

Clerk of the Circuit Court.
Washington Count*, D. C.
True copy, Test: JNO. A. 8MITH,Jan 4.2aw6w Clerk.

Just received, direct from the importers.50 baskets Pipers & Hiedsick & Co.'s Cham-
pagne

4 qr. casks Chsteau Bernard Braady2 do Maret Sc Co.'s dark do
1 do London Dock do
10 casks Scotch A1e and London Porter
4 dosen Maraschino Cordial
4 do Curacoa do
6 ksgs Dutch Herring
2 kegs extra fine Chewing Tobacco

20 half ohests of very superior quality Gun¬
powder, Imperial, and Young Hyson Teaa

For sale by WM. LfNTON,
Corner 7th and D streetsDf^ 12. lweoif


